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From the President
Leslie Luxemburg

Dear FMMC Members,
We all need to give ourselves a pat on
the back for making it through an entire
pandemic year. Who would have thought
a year ago that we would still be living
under quarantine conditions? Though it’s
not over yet, I trust you join me in feeling
more optimistic and hopeful that fall will
bring a return to opportunities to gather
in person and resume communal music-making together. I’m happy to report
that several Board members who are
District residents have been able to get the
COVID-19 vaccine and we are hopeful
the vast majority of you will soon be
vaccinated as well. We definitely consider
ourselves the lucky ones!
Due to our curtailed activities, this
will be our final newsletter for this season.
When I look back on what we have
actually been able to accomplish this year
in the face of such major impediments, I
am proud of how we have been able to
pull together and keep the FMMC spirit
alive and our community engaged. First
and foremost, the superb virtual chamber
music series has provided many of our
members with an outlet for their performances and a reason to keep up their
skills. This has all been done safely and efficiently, mainly thanks to Jennie Weyman
and Albert Hunt for keeping on top of
the scheduling and logistics, as well as Paul
Ritterhoff for his dedicated videography.
Congratulations go to all the performers
and venue chairs for keeping this going so
successfully and engaging such large audiences through their introductory remarks
and fine music-making.
The current plan is to add the beautiful new auditorium at the MLK library
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first of our student competition chairs to
run one of the student competitions, for
HS Strings, virtually in the fall. Her successful leadership has enabled her to guide
the other HS chairs through this process.
Grace McFarlane and Junko Takahashi
have exhibited great flexibility in responding to the constantly changing situation
regarding the Washington International
Competition for Piano, already postponed
from May 2020. I am confident that the
WIC will happen this spring, though possibly not in its accustomed manner.
I am grateful for your ongoing loyalty
and enthusiasm. Our 135th anniversary
broadcast will be unique and memorable,
but I know we all anticipate sharing an
additional celebration in person while this
year is still upon us! Meanwhile, take care
of yourselves and stay safe!

Leslie

to our list of performance venues starting
very soon. We will be sure to share the
schedule so you can tune in and check
out this wonderful and welcome addition
to our locations right in DC. If all goes
well, we will be performing there on a
regular basis, and possibly make use of
other library facilities as well.
While both our FMMC and Foundation Board members give so generously
of their time routinely, the extraordinary
challenges of this year have upped the
stakes. Everyone has risen to the challenge
and as a result has made my job that much
more manageable. Special thanks go to
Jennie, Joanna Taylor, and our inestimable
treasurer Anne Zim for going above and
beyond routinely. Paul Leavitt and Pablo
Saelzer provided stimulating virtual content for their groups in an ongoing and
dedicated fashion. Jeongseon Choi was the
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A

s I write this month’s
newsletter entry, winter has arrived in Washington, DC. The beauty of the
magical snowscape has been
accompanied by the warm
sounds of the cello, performed
brilliantly by Zlatomir Fung,
2015 Johansen International
Competition winner, in a
live-streamed solo performance. During this past year,
the readily available online
performances from venues
around the world, featuring
the finest artists, have sustained
our desire for beautiful, healing music. How we all long to
savor the joys of live performances again!
With the Washington
International Competition

for Piano scheduled
for June 5 & 6, only
months away, we
continue to monitor the Covid-19
situation and its
related challenges:
uncertainty about the
timely reopening of
competition venues,
travel restrictions and
complications for contestants,
as well as the health and safety
of local host families and
volunteers. The Competition
Chairs have been in discussion
with the Foundation Board
to determine the realistic
possibility of holding a live
competition. At this juncture,
we continue to hope that we
can proceed with an in-person

competition as planned, but
we’re also considering various
alternatives, including the
possibility of a virtual competition. In any event, the competition will proceed this year.
Stay tuned – final details will
be announced in March.

Grace

Open Board Positions

W

e are currently looking to fill two board vacancies! In addition to monthly board meetings (currently meeting via Zoom), each position has specific duties. That said, each
position is designed to fit the person, and we encourage new board members to define what is
best for the role.
FMMC FINANCE DIRECTOR
DIGITAL MEDIA
DIRECTOR
• Chairs and reports meetings of Finance Committee. Under normal
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

conditions, there are two Finance Committee meetings: Fall and
Spring.
Presents a proposed budget for the upcoming Fiscal Year at the April
Annual Meeting. Works closely with the Treasurer in the development
of the provisional budget based on the Budget vs Actual report to-date.
Presents a final budget for approval to the Board of Governors at the
September meeting.
In cooperation with the Treasurer and the Finance Committee, works
with the Financial Advisor on investment of the Club’s funds.
Drafts and/or coordinates approval of all FMMC contractual
agreements.
Monitors the Club’s and the Foundation’s expenditures on a regular
basis and mediates any excessive budgetary expenses jointly with the
Treasurer.
Informs all Board members of relevant policies including Conflict of
Interest and Retention of Documents. Obtains a signed Conflict Of
Interest form from each Board member.
Drafts any proposed changes to the By-Laws relating to financial
matters and, jointly with the Treasurer and the Finance Committee,
presents them to the Board for approval.

•

•
•
•

Works in tandem
with the Managing
Director to keep the
website up to date.
Familiarity with
WordPress is helpful,
but not required.
Serves on the Public
Relations Committee.
Assists with social media (Facebook) when
possible.
Coordinates with the
FMMC Archivists
to help maintain our
Google Drive digital
storage.
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A Non-Stop Learning Experience
Ellen Hwangbo

Ellen Hwangbo is a new FMMC Solo Piano member, and Artistic Director of Constellations Chamber Concerts.

R

emember when this was
all supposed to be over
in a few weeks back in March?
Pretty soon, two weeks turned
into four, which turned into a
few months, which turned into
“until further notice!” Concerts
were postponed, then canceled
altogether. What at first felt like a
welcome break with my husband
working from home and catching
up on “mommy time” with my
daughter quickly became a new,
very scary reality for musicians
and the performing arts world in
general.
I run a small DC-based nonprofit concert series called Constellations Chamber
Concerts, which was only eight months
old with a handful of concerts under its
belt when COVID-19 hit the region.
Our total lack of staff (other than me!)
was suddenly an unexpected advantage,
freeing us to experiment with ways to
help out-of-work artists and bring some
great music to this strange new way of
life. So we got to work designing a series
of virtual concerts – “from our homes
to yours” – beaming new performances
to our audience’s living rooms (or home
offices, or bedrooms, or bathrooms – we
won’t judge!).
We’re now in our second “season” after
featuring fifteen virtual concerts between
April and November with artists from
all around the world, including FMMC
favorites the Chen Family Quartet (with
JIC Winner Beatrice Chen), members of
the Spektral and Telegraph Quartets, the
Miró Quartet, Imani Winds, Sandbox Percussion, trailblazing tenor George Shirley,
and many more. Our upcoming 2020-21
concerts feature brass quartet The Westerlies, NSO concertmaster Nurit Bar-Josef, the Merz Trio, and JACK Quartet,
among others. To be completely honest,
I still can’t believe all of these artists said
“yes” to our very young series! You can
learn more about Constellations and our
upcoming concerts by visiting www.
constellationsmusic.org.

One thing was very clear to me from
the moment things shut down back in
the spring: I wanted our music to bring
comfort to those who are most vulnerable
during these difficult times. Our artists
graciously agreed to allow us to repurpose their virtual performances, and our
Gift of Music Initiative was born! Once
a month, we curate a 45-minute program
with musical selections from a variety
of artists with a “guided tour” by yours
truly. These programs are provided free of
charge to senior living and nursing facilities in the DMV area.
At first I tried making cold calls to
overwhelmed general managers and
event coordinators at various places, who
all wondered what I was trying to sell
them. But with much help from a faithful
committee of supporters and dedicated
FMMC member Judy Silverman, we were
soon on our way with concerts heading
to over twenty facilities! We send video
download links to some more tech-savvy locations, but for the most part we
go low-tech with DVDs burned and

mailed to each facility every month.
We’ve promised to continue at least
through the end of the pandemic,
though we’re considering converting
Gift of Music into a quarterly program even when things get back to
normal, to reach music lovers who
can’t attend concerts in person.
This whole “pandemic adventure” has been a non-stop learning
experience, but I hope these programs have brought some inspiration
and comfort amid today’s stresses.
Our work would never have been
possible without the support of the
community, including so many members of the Friday Morning Music Club!
Thank you for everything you do.

Ross-Roberts
High School
Competition
for Woodwinds, Brass,
and Percussion

A

pplications are now being
accepted for the 2021
Ross-Roberts High School
Competition for Woodwinds, Brass,
and Percussion.
Application and video
submission Deadline:
March 20, 2021
Our 2021 competition will
be virtual due to the coronavirus
pandemic and we are asking all
participants to submit a video with
their application to serve as their
entry to be judged.
For additional information
with specific requirements,
instructions, and application forms
visit www.fmmc.org or contact
highschoolwind@fmmc.org.
Encourage Students
to Apply!
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Johansen International Competition:
Updates on Winners and Other News
By Harriet Kaplan

Updates on Winners

Julian Rhee (2018 JIC, 1st prize
violin) has been awarded the 2020
Arkady Fomin scholarship, which is
sponsored by the North Shore Chamber Music Festival (https://nscmf.org/
artists/julian-rhee/). The Arkady Fomin
Scholarship Fund (AFSF) awards educational scholarships to talented college
and pre-college musicians from around
the world, chosen through a noncompetitive process in which candidates are
vetted by an anonymous advisory committee. Julian will be playing on a gala
fundraising concert for the AFSF on
February 20, 2021, which will be held
in-person at Chicago’s PianoForte with
limited seating and streamed live. More
information can be found here: https://
nscmf.org/concert/stars-of-tomorrow/

Cellist Zlatomir Fung (2015 JIC, 1st
prize) presented two online recitals in
January and February 2021. The first
was available January 31, 2021 as part
of the Phillips Collection’s spring offerings (https://www.phillipscollection.
org/event/2021-01-31-zlatomir-fung).
The second was an on-demand concert
offered by Music Worcester for one week
beginning February 28 (https://www.
musicworcester.org/event/zlatomirfung/).
Also on the Phillips Collection’s
series will be cellist Gabriel Cabezas

(2009 JIC, 2nd prize) performing as
part of a string trio on May 23, 2021
(https://www.phillipscollection.org/
event/2021-05-23-nadia-sirota-gabriel-cabezas-and-rob-moose).
Violist Hae Sue Lee (2015 JIC,
1st prize) and violinist Charlotte
Marckx (2018 JIC, 2nd prize) were
featured in a series of online concerts, “Saturdays with the Stulberg,”
in November 2020. Both Hae Sue
and Charlotte were Stulberg prizewinners. The concerts are available
on YouTube (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=mUuSWY1h0TE
and https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=riotiOOwAuA).
Violinist Benjamin Beilman (2006
JIC, 3rd prize) was one of the performers featured in a 60th anniversary
Young Concert Artists program presented as a virtual concert on October
21, 2020. He played a world premiere
by YCA composer Chris Rogerson, Partita for Solo Violin. The full
program can be viewed here: https://
www.flipsnack.com/youngconcertartists/october-21-a-virtual-concert/
full-view.html
Cellist Santiago Cañón-Valencia (2012 JIC, 2nd prize) is listed in
the Thomastik-Infeld Artist Family
(https://www.thomastik-infeld.com/
pageflips/lookbook/). Thomastik-Infeld is a string company based in Vienna, and the roster includes numerous
well-known names in the string world.
Violinist Alice Lee (2015 JIC, 2nd
prize) performed Prokofiev’s Violin
Concerto No. 2 with the Edmonton
Symphony Orchestra in January 2020.
A review of the concert can be found
here: https://edmontonjournal.com/
entertainment/music/review-violinistalice-lee-joins-eso-to-fend-off-coldduring-sunday-showcase

Zlatomir Fung
photo by I-Jung Huang

Gabriel Cabezas
photo by Vanessa Briceño

Hae Sue Lee
Charlotte Marckx

Benjamin Beilman
©

2021 Benjamin Beilman

Santiago Cañón-Valencia

Other JIC-Related News
There will be breaking news
soon on dates and venue for the
2022 JIC!

Alice Lee
photo by Shean String Competition
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From the Managing Director
I
Jennie Weyman

am pleased that many of you have
already been vaccinated! It is exciting to
see, and makes us hopeful that in-person
concerts will once again be a possibility
this fall.
Thank you all for a successful
fundraising campaign this fall. We
exceeded our goal and even exceeded our
proceeds from 2019 when we weren’t in
the middle of a pandemic. It is invaluable
to us as an organization to have your
support, particularly with all that we are
facing this year.
Now it’s time to celebrate! The
premiere of our 135th Anniversary
Celebration is coming up on February
27 at 6:00 pm! “FMMC: 135 Years” is
a celebratory video project, part
performance and part documentary,
that showcases performances by
internationally recognized artists, archival
material of FMMC’s colorful history,
and interviews with some of its treasured
members. Performing artists will include
recent winners of the Club-sponsored

Washington International Competition
and Johansen International Competition,
as well as performances by FMMC
members, the Avanti Orchestra and
the Arioso Chorale. To watch, simply
visit fmmc.org/135-years, where you
can also find performer bios, details
about the project, and a full concert
program. “FMMC: 135 Years” will be
available indefinitely after its premiere
on February 27th to memorialize this
significant moment in FMMC’s history.
The celebration is free and open to all, no
tickets required. We hope that no matter
when you watch, you enjoy the show!
As we premiere FMMC: 135 Years and
the Virtual Chamber Series continues this
spring, please be sure to share these with
your friends and family.You can share
events on social media (we have Facebook
events for each event we host), email them
to your contacts, share them with listservs,
print out flyers for your neighbors, and so
much more! There’s definitely no “wrong
answer” for helping with FMMC pub-

Jennie Weyman

licity. We do our best to publicize these
events, but nothing is more successful than
word of mouth. Also, if you have friends
and family who are interested in keeping
tabs on what FMMC is doing and being
reminded about concerts, invite them to
subscribe to our newsletter mailing list at
fmmc.org/about-us/monthly-newsletter.
Stay safe and stay healthy. I’m always
an email away,

Jennie

Thank You to our Donors!

T

he Friday Morning Music Club is deeply grateful to the following generous donors who supported our efforts from February 2020
through January 2021 to promote musical culture among our members and the community. Many thanks also to all FMMC donors,
regardless of their gift amount. For more information on giving, please visit fmmc.org/donate.
♫ Maestro ($5,000+)

Lansing Joralemon
Marriott Foundation
Stephen S. Roberts, in memory of
Sue Goetz Ross

♫ Soloist ($2,500+)

Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for the
Performing Arts
Carol & Chris Fromboluti
William Wright

♫ Concertmaster ($1,000+)
Peter Baum
William Dakin
Albert Hunt
Leslie Luxemburg
Benzion Rosenblum
Pablo Saelzer, in honor of
Johannes Brahms
Maude A. Williams, in memory of
Patrick Wolfram Jacobson
Irene Wise Estate, in memory of
Irene Wise
Anne W. Zim, in memory of Marvin Zim

♫ First Chair ($500+)
Anonymous
Carol Bartholomew
Laura Bornhoeft
Joyce Bouvier
Jay Chadwick
Mary Alice Davidson
Barbara Gholz, in memory of
Frances Kaplan
Paula & Edgar Harrell
Lois Smith Jones
Harry Rosen
Benzion Rosenblum
Bruce & Lori Rosenblum
Jonathan Sanford
Charlotte Saslowsky
Judith Shapiro
Marjorie Wellman

♫ Section Member ($100+)
Anonymous, in honor of Ginny Gano
William Bateson
Leslie Bennett
Paul Blackman, in memory of
Susan Blackman
Bridget Brickwood

Pamela Broene
Jeongseon Choi
Gail Collins
Joyce Galbraith Colony, in memory of
Margaret Tolson
Alan Crane
Janet Crossen
Chantal Dalton
Bruce Davies
Ruth Doherty
Deborah Edge
Donald Evans
Janet Frank, in honor of Judith Shapiro
Maria Friedman
Elizabeth Fulford
Virginia Gano, in memory of
Linda Struble
Doris Gazda
Miriam Goldberg
Sally Greenberg, in memory of
Robin Becker
James Harkless
Esther & Gene Herman
David Hertzfeldt
Brooke Higdon
Patricia Hilker

Marcella Hill
John Hiltgen
Marta Howard
Myra Jacobs, in memory of Janet Wolfe
Cecilie Jones
Joseph & Marilynn Kokoszka
Ruth Kurzbauer
Willard Larkin
Miriam Laughlin
Mary Ellen Lavelle
Ann Myongsook Lee
Jeffrey Levi
Debora Madsen
Fairlie Maginnes
Barbara Marks
Ramona Matthews
Grace McFarlane-Bottelier
Daniel Meijer, in honor of Jerome Glick
Robert Miller
Thomas Miller
Joan Mizrahi
Charles Mokotoff
Julia Moline
Douglas & Lindsay Morton
Tom & Paula Pappas
Riderwood Performing Arts Council

continued on page 7
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Life Member Ann Joseph Shares her Memories
I
have a long history with FMMC beginning when I joined in 1949, shortly
after my marriage. My piano teacher,
Glenn Dillard Gunn, insisted that I join.
I became friends with FMMC president
Quinta Frey and studied Earth Science
with her husband John at American University. Her granddaughter, Jennifer Bears
and I are still friends.
I attended and finished my undergraduate education at American University
a few years after marriage. I went to AU
because my teacher, Glenn Dillard Gunn,
was on the faculty. I took courses with
Esther Ballou, a wonderful composer and
member of FMMC. I also met Evelyn
Hayes there, who insisted that I join Mu
Phi Epsilon (the professional music fraternity). My husband and three little boys
attended my graduation. My attendance
was required to receive the diploma.
The first FMMC concerts I attended
as a member were held at the YWCA
Barker Hall at 17th and K Sts., NW.
I entered the Club as a solo pianist,
and later began a duo partnership with
Martha Frohlich, until her move overseas, and then with Natalie Ross for over
30 years until her move to California,
performing as the Joseph-Ross Duo. We
enjoyed performing FMMC composer
Winifred Hyson’s music. Many of our
Thank You to our Donors...
continued from page 6
Jeanne Rosenthal
Ian Ross
Yvonne Sabine
Tommy Sams
Richard Sawyer
Heidi Schuller
Steven Schwarz
Sharon Shafer
Judy & Paul Silverman
John Smith
Rebecca Stevens, in honor of Leslie Luxemburg
Barbara Stuckey
Alice Takemoto
Joanna Taylor
Kathryn Tessin, in honor of Robyn Tessin
Robyn Tessin
Charles Timbrell
Mary K Traver
Marius Willem Van Eeghen
David & Kathleen Walker
Douglas Wheeler
Karen & Tom Wise, in memory of Irene Wise
Anne Harding Woodworth
Margaret Wright
Nicholas Zill

programs were presented at museums and
universities.
I also played duo programs with Gerry
Mann, violin, and trios with Gerry and
Veronica Adams, cello, as the Chesapeake
Trio.Veronica moved to North Carolina
and Gerry Mann passed away. I also performed with Joseph Burstein, violin, and
Frederick Blachly, cello.
I volunteered with the Washington Performing Arts Society (WPAS)
Concerts in Schools program, and then
became a performer after the suggestion
that I do so, because I wanted programs
that were interactive with the children. I
started the Creative Arts Trio music, art,
and dance program—an interactive program with children (primarily elementary
grades). We gave well over 300 performances and workshops, and received a
commendation for our work from WPAS
(now WPA) from 1967 to 1984 and also
in 2001. Our group also performed for
older children and senior adults.
The most exciting time at FMMC
for me was when I served on the board
and we began a partnership with Patrick
Hayes and the WPAS. Another exciting time was in 1957, when we opened
our membership to African American
musicians. I was proud to befriend Vivian
Scott, a fine pianist and professor at Howard University, who was the first African
American musician to enter FMMC.
I also was proud that we accepted men
as members (in 1967) before the Cosmos
Club accepted women members. When
we met at the Cosmos Club, we were
required to use the side entrance, not the
front door.

I have another interest, in injury
prevention for musicians. I pursued this
interest in Aspen, attending conferences
there. I studied with Dr. Thomas Mastroianni at Catholic University, assisting in the
“Wellness for the Performing Musician”
courses there. I received a Master of Music
degree from Catholic University. I later
studied Kinesiology at the University of
Maryland with Dr. David Clark. I gave lectures and workshops on injury prevention
for musicians.
I worked in music therapy at the Magruder School for severely handicapped
children (rubella-multiply physically handicapped, blind, deaf, and other brain-damaged and autistic children). During my
work at the school, I became a part of the
Central Atlantic Regional Educational
Laboratory (CAREL) research program
during the Lyndon B. Johnson administration. This resulted in a book that was used
for pedagogy classes at the University of
Maryland. I began recording for the blind
at the Library of Congress Division of the
Blind and Physically Handicapped, after
learning about the program from my membership in Mu Phi Epsilon. The library
needed a musician to record a book.
I am also a long-time member of the
Arts Club. For many years, I presented
the Friday noon music programs there.
Members of FMMC whom I consider so
important to me are Mary K Traver, Dina
Fleming, Frank Conlon, Lois Jones, Evelyn
and Patrick Hayes, Glenn D Gunn, Erno
Balogh, Helen May, Alice and Arthur Nagle, Joe Burstein, George Manos, Margaret
Tolson, Bea Prosterman, Phyllis Gieseler
Young, and Thomas Mastroianni.
Over the years I served as FMMC
newsletter editor and yearbook editor,
and received a commendation from
FMMC President Nancy Halstead for the
newsletter.
I am still interested in FMMC, sponsoring FMMC’s Woman’s Club of Chevy
Chase Maryland concert program. I began
these shortly after joining WCCC and
becoming music chair in 1993.
I taught privately as a piano teacher for
over 50 years until my husband’s illness and
death in 2007. I continue to play piano
now, and made a CD for my 90th birthday
concert to share with family and friends,
particularly my grandchildren.

FIRST CLASS
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FMMC Concert Calendar,
February – May 2021

A

ll concerts are virtual through the end of the 2020-21 season and presented online.
To watch these concerts, visit FMMC’s YouTube page (bit.ly/3cO7QHV) or our
Facebook page (facebook.com/fridaymorningmusicclub) at 12 noon. They will be available for two weeks after their premiere date.
We are in the process of confirming programs for each concert. To stay up-to-date on
the details, be sure to check fmmc.org/calendar.
FEBRUARY

APRIL

Friday, February 19, 2021

Friday, April 9, 2021

MARCH

Friday, April 16, 2021

Friday, March 5, 2021

Friday, April 23, 2021

Friday, March 12, 2021

Friday, April 30, 2021

Friday, March 19, 2021
Friday, March 26, 2021

MAY

Friday, May 7, 2021
Friday, May 14, 2021
Friday, May 21, 2021

Stay Safe.
Wear a Mask.

